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other. Functional disturbance of the nervous system, and slight irrita tion of the mucous membrane of the alimentary canal, usually precede the vomitings and purgings. The matters vomited consist, at first, of a greenish or yellow fluid,and afterwards of a frothy mucus, and of drinks that may be given to the patient. The alvine discharges occur from three to twenty times in the course of twenty-four hours. The dejections vary in appearance, sometimes consisting of an abundant secretion of mucus, slightly tinged with bile, and mixed with pieces of curd, if the child have been fed on milk ; sometimes they consist of a copious exhala tion of serum, containing small portions of mucus; sometimes they are slimy and bloody, without any tinge of bile. The faecal matter is mostly retained in the intestines ; small portions of it occasionally escape with the other discharges. The discharges want the true faecal smell ; they are, mostly, sour or putrid, like water in which putrid meat has been washed. As the disease advances, the secretion of bile is suspended. This irritability of the alimentary canal is accompanied by a remittent fever, whose exacerbations are highest in the evening. The patient is restless and irritable. The pulse is small, quick, and frequent, sometimes corded. The thirst is intense, in all stages of the disease. The tongue is covered at first with a thin white fur, but gradually acquires a dry, red, and polished appearance, particularly when the disease is prolonged. The patient evidently experiences the same indescribable distress about the epigastric and praecordial regions, which is felt in txhe cholera of adults. In severe cases, spasms occur in the abdominal muscles, and in the muscles of the extremities. The patient draws up his feet, and is uneasy in every position. The brain is, early, sympathetically affected, as indicated by a ten dency to stupor or delirium. The eyes are either fierce, or dull and inanimate, and the patient sleeps with them half open. The head and abdomen are hot, while the extremities are cold.
In the most violent form of the disease, the vital powers are suddenly exhausted, the extremities become cold and damp, the surface of the body collapsed, and death ensues within a single day. Fatal exhaustion rarely occurs, however, before the fifth or sixth day. In many cases, the vomiting and severe symptoms gradually diminish, a general moisture of the skin and an equal distribution of temperature ensue, and convalescence begins in five or six days from the commence ment. Ifconvalescence do not occur in a few days, rapid emaciation takes place. The whole adipose substance appears to be absorbed. The skin is dry and harsh ; on the forehead it appears tight, as if bound to 5 Cholera lnfantum. the bone ;on the inner part of the thighs, and over the abdomen, it has a wilted appearance. The countenance is contracted, and of a deadly paleness. The nose is sharp, and the lips thin and shrivelled, as in old age. The extremities are cold and damp, and the head and abdomen preternaturally hot. The thirst is excessive, and the desire of cold drinks constant. The irritability of the stomach is so great, that cold water, the only drink which the patient does not refuse, is retained but a few moments after being taken. The disease may continue thus for many weeks, and yet recovery may occur from such excessive exhaus tion and emaciation.
Frequently, a fatal termination is produced by the affection of the brain, which assumes the form of acute hydrocephalus. The little pa tient rolls his head about when awake; when asleep, the eyelids are half closed and the eyes turned up Dr. Horner,f from some careful and accurate post-mortem examina tions, infers that cholera infantum is a follicular,rather than an erythemoid -inflammation a disease of the innumerable mucous glands or follicles extended from one end to the other of the alimentary canal, rather than a common vascular or erythemoid inflammation. In the cases examined by him, the stomach was ofa sienna color, and of such consistence as to be readily scraped off with the finger nail ; the small and large intestines were of the same color, and presented clusters of enlarged and tumid muciparous glands or follicles. The follicles were of the size of millet seeds, and gave to the mucous membrane the appearance of having been sprinkled with fine while sand. By macerating the intestines, and sus pending them in spirits of wine, so as to remove the blood and mucus, the anatomical character of the disease was clearly demonstrated to be an ulceration and tumefaction of the follicular system of the intestines. In one case, by maceration and suspension in a fluid,he discovered seve ral common erythemoid ulcerations of the jejunum, of about two lines in diameter, which were imperceptible during the dissection.
Cruvelhier The peculiar miasra, which produces cholera infanlum, acts upon the minute ramifications of the ganglionic nerves, in the lungs, and by means of the blood throughout the vascular and capillary systems. This primary influence of the miasm on the organic nerves is succeeded by excessive secretory irritation of the follicles of the mucous membrane of the ali mentary canal, which constitutes the disease. The minute and accurate researches of Dr. Homer evince that this disease extends beyond the limits prescribed to itby Dr. Jackson and Dr. Dewees, and that it pre vails through the whole extent of the gastro-intestinal mucous membrane. The constitutional disturbance produced by this disease is readily ex plained by the extent, the relations, and the important functions of the ali mentary mucous membrane. The morbid excitement prevailing through this extensive exhaling surface, causes active determination of the blood to, and profuse secretion of mucus and serum from, the exhalents and follicles. The functions of digestion, the secretion of the liver, and the processes of nutrition, are suspended. The evacuations of sero-mucoid fluid by vomiting and purging, produce rapid emaciation, drain the vas cular system of the serum of the blood, suspend haematosis, and prostrate the vital forces of organic life.
The process of dentition, and the intense irritation of the gastro-intes tinal mucous membrane, produce an irritation of the nervous apparatus of animal life. Hence arise the spasms, the pains, which in severe cases are agonizing, and the convulsions, which precede death so frequently in this disease. The contrast between the condition of the system of organic life and that of animal life,is beautifully illustrated by Dr. James Jack Preparations of rhubarb will also be useful, from their tonic effect on the stomach and bowels. A tea-spoonful of spiced or simple syrup of rhubarb, combined with a small quantity of laudanum, may be given every three hours tillit checks the too frequent discharges. To correct the functional disorder of the liver, one fourth of a grain of calomel, with one half of a grain of Dover's powder, or one twentieth of a grain of opium, may be given every four hours. Akw grains of prepared chalk may be added to each powder, to correct the acidity of the primae viae.
To prevent the too sudden suppression of the discharges, the bowels must be regulated by an occasional dose of castor oil, with a few drops of laudanum. 
